[CHARLESTONIAREA REGIONAL TRANSPORTATIONTAUTHORITY

January 29, 2009

The Honorable Henry E. Brown, Jr.
Congressman, State of SC

103 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Brown :

The fixedroute fleet and commuter buses for the Charleston Area Regional
Transportation Authority (CARTA) are in need of replacement because they have outlived their
useful life, as defined by the Federal Transit Administration. The fixed-route fleet was purchased
as a unitin 1995/19%96. These vehicles average between 400,000 to 600,000 miles per bus.

CARTA's Five-Year Capital Improvement Plan suggests replacement within the next year.
These vehicles will serve the North Charleston Regional Intermodal Center hub where AMTRAK,
Greyhound/Trailways and CARTA will be co-located. This intermodal project is currently under
design after the property was purchased, an environmental assessment was completed and a
park ‘n ride lot was constructed.

The anticipated replacement cost of these venhicles is in excess of $10.8 million. We very
much appreciate any assistance that you may provide in order to further our Capital
Improvement Plan. Currently, CARTA reserves funds in its annual budget for the local match
portion (20%), as needed. We respectfully request that funds be provided in the 2010
Appropriations Bill currently under debate in Congress.

Thank you for your assistance in considering this request. We continue to be
appreciative of your efforts regarding both CARTA’s Bus Replacement Program and the North
Charleston Regional Intermodal Project. Please let me know if you need additional information
to further our request for replacement buses in the Charleston Metropolitan Area in order to
meet the needs of CARTA’s Capital Improvement Plan.

Sincerely,

Al

Howard R. Chapman, P.E.
Executive Director
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Cc: Ryan Bowley, Legislative Director
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