( ) South Carolina Jim Rex
Dep artment Of EdUC at 1 on Superintendent of Education
Together, we can.

March 26, 2009

The Honorable Henry E. Brown, Jr.
Congress of the United States
House of Representatives

103 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-4001

Dear Congressman Brown:

Thank you for your endorsement of our Darkness to Light (D2L) initiative.
We are very proud of our partnership with D2L. South Carolina is the first state to
create a plan to implement the D2L Stewards of Children training statewide. As I
am sure you are aware, the Stewards of Children curriculum places the
responsibility of protecting children squarely on adult shoulders. This training
educates adults to prevent, recognize, and react responsibly to child sexual abuse.

Our partnership with D2L includes training one trainer per district. This
person will serve as the primary resource for training and reacting to adult sexual
misconduct. Additionally, each district has been given the goal to train 20 percent
of their teaching force. This means that 10,000 adults in our schools will receive
this training. We are also working with colleges of education to integrate the
Stewards of Children training in their teacher and administrator preparation
programs.

I am pleased to report that all but three districts have a D2L trainer in place.
We have passed the half-way point on training adults in our schools, and many
colleges of education have already integrated the Stewards training in their
preparation programs. We will continue to aggressively work to achieve our goals.
We are even exploring additional grant and private funding to expand the program
to more adults.

I am excited that several of our districts have committed to training 100
percent of their staffs. Quite a few districts have training scheduled for this spring
on the districts’ professional development days, and a few will use days at the
beginning of next school year to complete this training. I fully expect that we will
accomplish the goals outlined in the Health and Human Services grant.

The South Carolina Department of Education is committed to ensuring the
safety of all of South Carolina’s children from adult sexual misconduct and sexual

1429 Senate Street Columbia, SC 29201 Phone 803.734.8500 Fax 803.734.3389 Web www.ed.sc.gov




The Honorable Henry E. Brown, Jr.
Page 2
March 26, 2009

exploitation. I have enclosed a spreadsheet with the current status of training. The
districts highlighted in green have already met or exceeded the 20 percent goal.

Should you wish further updates on this training, please feel free to contact
me or the project director, Bruce Moseley. Mr. Moseley can be reached at
803-743-8429 or bmoseley@leaders.ed.sc.gov.

Sincerely,

Jim Rex E

State Superintendent of Education
JR/bm

Enclosure
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