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FLORIDA STATE ASSOCIATION OF SUPERVISORS OF ELECTIONS

f PO Box 350 | Tallahassee, FL 32302 | Telephone: (850) 599-9120 | Facsimile: (850) 561-6834

April 28, 2011

CS/CS/SB 2086 by Senator Diaz de: la Portllla prov1des
-a change to Section 101.657, F.S., changing early '

voting from beginning’ on the 15th day before the
election to the 7th day before the election. During

" the last two General Elections early voting has been

a tremendous- success in Florida and the voters ‘have A
responded by votlng in significant numbers’ during the
time allocated:. ' The Florida State Association of
Superv1sors of Electlons belleves that tiaintaining
the 15-day timeframe best serves "the’ voting publlc. L

"As always, we also strongly support added:. flexlbllityp'V
on the types of 1ocatlons we may use- for- early votlng B

 to better serve. voters

Durlng the Senate Budget Commlttee meetlng on Aprll

- 26, amendments were suggested which would guarantee ‘
"that the current timeframe of 96 hours would be

maintained, however be provided for in. fewer days.

‘Since that meeting, a number of. - proposals ‘concerning
-thig issue have surfaced. -

An initial estimate from
several counties indicates. that due to overtime and
other associated expenses, this proposal will
increase costs to counties. " In the event that .a
shortened early voting timeframe is adopted,
prov1d1ng counties with. greater flexiblllty 1n
locations. and hours of early voting is. eritical.

_ This would give- countles the: ablllty to better manage -
- and llm1t cast 1ncreases. ’ . - :

FSASE has signlflcant concerns w1th other parts of
-~ the blll which are spec1f1ed below{‘ R
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;Sectlon i. . Specifies that it.is the responsibility’ of the
‘Secretary. of State to. prov1de ‘direction and oplnions to.
supervisors of electlons in the performance ‘of their off1c1al
duties. The" Department of State, .like. any other state agency,;
‘has the. ability to- adopt rules, prov1de declaratory statements,
issue binding advisory opinions concernlng the Florida Electlon

. Code-.and its rules and under Section 97. 012(14), F.8., to
enforce the performance of dutles of’ superv1sors of electlons by

~ £iling a legal action and..receive an- 1mmed1ate hearlng, if such.

- .ds réquired. - Prlor ‘to -filing an action, the superv1sor ‘and the
Department are to meet, confer- and make a good faith. effort to.
resolve the 1ssues., Therefore, thls authorlty 1s unnecessary

_ ‘Sectlon 11. This. revrses the yoter hlstory and pre01nct level
'~‘results 1nformation requlred to be. reported to the. Department of .
‘State.. Requlrlng the reports follow1ng a primary election will-
Ilnterfere and dlsrupt votlng and electlon admlnlstratlon of ‘the .
general electlon - N I :

'f-Sectlon 26, This removes- the ablllty of a’ voter to change thelr

. - address at- the polllng place if they hawve. moved. from- one: county

. to another. - This will result in thousands of additlonal ’ )

prov151onal ballots, which are requlred to be "canvassed by tnocon . ¢

on' the 3™ (primary) or 4™ (general). day after the ‘election, and-

. . significarnt delays at ‘the polls.’ There are no reports of - e

: “w1despread abuse or double votlng Thls w111 elgnlflcantly

delay election results. ; . B

VSectlon 35. ‘This amendment requ1res that non- mllltary/overseas

: absentee. ballots begln belng mailed between the 35th and 28th .
day before the electlon.. This will. delay the malllng of S
absentee ballots ‘to some voters._ :

1.8ectlon 37. Thls requlres that- early ‘voting- begin seven days
. before the electlon, rather: than 15. Whlle.thls may "be workable
with . respect to primary . electlons .not havlng the 15- -day - -
%tlmeframe for the. General Electlon could result in crowdlng and L
. confiusion at early voting sites and .on Electiéon Day at the ST
"~ precincts. ~Maintaining 15 days for the -General- Electlon 1s
Aimperatlve to a smooth ‘General’ Electlon in the statet
IjFlexiblllty ‘in ch0031ng early votlng locations is crltlcal

jSectlon a1. Requlrlng the Canva551ng Board to report all early .
. voting and tabulated absentee ‘results' w1th1n 30 minutes of close' ‘
"of the’ polls may not- be. functlonally posslble in, certaxn o 4
_Acountles under’ their current procedures .- Requlrlng reports at
_.least every 45’ mlnutes w1ll be lncon31stent w1th the actual A
.freturn of . ballots o : B ; SR
J:Sectlon 45.. Preparatlon for the Pre91dent1a1 Preference Errmary
'brequlres an extended. perlod of tlme for proper plannlng,;
'includlng 1dent1fy1ng and contractlng ‘with. polllng places..
- 90-day notification by the Selectlon Committee would not be
: sufficient to-allow for proper preparatlon The October 1
:Aydeadllne should moved to an earller date .
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